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Minutes of the ordinary parish council meeting of Bubbenhall Parish Council
Held on Tuesday 13th October 2026 at 7.30pm at Bubbenhall Village Hall

Cllrs present: Cllr Roberts, Cllr Rourke, Cllr Shattock and Cllr Nwachukwu
In attendance: District Cllr Redford, Tracie Ball, Clerk/RFO, and four members of the public.
The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.30pm, welcoming all those present.
72. Apologies: to receive apologies and approve reasons for absence.
Apologies were received from Cllr Baker, Cllr Cooper and County Cllr Edwards. Reasons for absence were accepted.
73. Public participation:
A resident raised the loss of the former village group email facility and the need for a replacement communication system. The Clerk confirmed that the matter was already being progressed and that specialist IT assistance might be required. A recommendation for a local IT provider was noted and the matter was considered formally later under Publicity & Communications.
A resident also sought permission to use a historic First World War photograph connected with the village. It was agreed that the likely copyright/ownership position would be checked with the relevant local contact.
74. Declarations of interest
74.1 To declare any personal interests or prejudicial interests in items on the Agenda and their nature.
None.
74.2 To receive, consider and approve any requests for dispensation relating to Agenda items.
None.
75. Co-option of Parish Councillor
75.1 Co-option to Fill the Current Casual Vacancy
The Council received a presentation from Barbara, the sole applicant for the casual vacancy, who outlined her reasons for wishing to serve the village and relevant experience, including a background in banking and financial administration.
RESOLVED: Barbara Winterburn was co-opted to Bubbenhall Parish Council. The motion was proposed by Cllr Roberts, seconded by Cllr Rourke and agreed unanimously by those present.
75.2 Declaration of Acceptance of Office
The Clerk will arrange completion of the Declaration of Acceptance of Office and Register of Members’ Interests documentation and will notify the relevant electoral authority. The new councillor did not participate in the remainder of the meeting pending completion of the required documentation.
76. Minutes of previous meeting: To approve the minutes as circulated.
76.1 15th September 2026 – Parish Council meeting
RESOLVED: The minutes of the meeting held on 15th September 2026, as amended to include the omitted letter in a name and the agreed seasonal lighting dates, were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. Proposed Cllr Roberts Second Cllr Rourke, unanimous
77. Information items: to consider and discuss items for information and comment if appropriate:
77.1 County Councillor report
Cllr Edwards had sent apologies and advised that there were no urgent matters to report. He would contact the Council should anything arise.
77.2 District Councillors report
Cllr Redford reported on current district matters. Cllrs discussed the uncertainty surrounding Local Government Reorganisation and the expenditure already incurred. It was noted that the process remained paused and that the position would continue to be monitored.
Cllr Redford also updated Cllrs on changes to Warwick District Council planning arrangements. From the end of October, most planning decisions will be delegated to officers, with only applications meeting relevant criteria being referred for committee consideration. Parish Council and resident comments will continue to be considered. Members agreed that the Parish Council should continue commenting on applications and, where a significant application is referred to committee, should consider sending a representative to speak.
77.3 Local Government Reorganisation in Warwickshire update
Cllrs noted that Government was reviewing the reorganisation timetable, with possible implementation moving from April 2028 to April 2029, subject to confirmation. Approximately £930,000 had reportedly been incurred across Warwickshire in preparation. Limited preparatory work continued, with further information anticipated during October, including by 21 October. Cllr Redford expressed concern about costs and uncertainty. No immediate changes to parish council arrangements were required.
77.4 South Warwickshire Local Plan – update following closure of the Regulation 19 consultation
The Regulation 19 consultation closed on 8 September 2026 and responses are being analysed. An examination website was established on 9 October, although inspectors and hearing dates had not been announced. Stratford-on-Avon District Council considered infrastructure requirements for new settlements on 5 October. The target for submission to the Secretary of State remained 31 December 2026. Cllr Redford advised that the councils would consider the Plan in December; concerns included Green Belt loss and traffic impacts, and the outcome remained uncertain.
78. Progress reports/information from working groups and committees, items of update for Parish Council – to consider/decide matters relating to each as required.
78.1 Emergency, and village defibrillators
Both village defibrillators were reported to be in good working order. Annual inspections are required together with one replacement set of pads. The expenditure will be met from ring-fenced First Responder/defibrillator funds.
RESOLVED: To authorise the annual inspections and replacement pads, with expenditure up to £350 to be paid from the ring-fenced defibrillator funds on receipt of invoice. Proposed Cllr Roberts Second Cllr Shattock, unanimous
78.2 Warm Spaces – Cosy Café update
The Cosy Café is due to operate weekly from 29th October 2026 to 29th April 2027. The Village Hall is booked, eight volunteers have confirmed availability, two volunteers have completed relevant training, and safeguarding and risk documentation has been reviewed. The Clerk confirmed written advice from the Council’s insurer that the required public liability and employers’ liability cover is in place.
Arrangements for reimbursement of project expenditure were considered under Finance.
78.3 Village Hall
Following the resignation of Cllr Haynes, the Council currently has no Parish Council representative on the Village Hall Committee. The Clerk will establish the meeting arrangements and report back so that a representative can be appointed.
Concerns were raised that Village Hall hirers were disposing of waste in the public litter bins on the playing field. The Clerk will write to the Village Hall Committee asking that hirers are clearly instructed to take waste home/not use the playing-field bins and suggesting that the Hall considers its own commercial waste arrangements.
78.4 Field and play area
The Clerk reported that RoSPA had completed its annual inspection. No remedial findings were recorded for the grind rail, five-a-side goal, junior and senior multiplay units, climber, assault course, balance trail, Jeep and Goose rockers, Animal Search panel, seating, litter bins and information signage. The MUGA had nine maintenance findings: vegetation and moss, damaged netting and tennis net, a cracked or loose board, missing bolt, detached fencing wire, deteriorating paintwork, redundant chests/items and the need for warning signage. Although its surfacing met the relevant standard, the equipment was not fully compliant. The cableway required monitoring of chain wear, a minimum 350 mm loaded seat clearance and specialist annual dismantling inspection of cable and trolley. The Clerk will review the maintenance list with the caretaker and consult Cllr Baker on benches and priorities.
78.5 Village Green
The drainage issue adjacent to the pond was discussed. Warwickshire Highways had advised that responsibility rests with the relevant landowner/hedge owner rather than the highway authority. The Clerk has spoken with the adjoining landowner, who is willing to work with the Council. The Clerk will investigate potential grant funding, including appropriate countryside/environmental schemes, before any expenditure is considered. No works were authorised at this meeting.
The Council also noted that the proposed Domesday plaque can be progressed, with the rear of the bus shelter identified as a possible location. An overflowing litter bin near the bus shelter and an outstanding grass-cutting issue have been reported and will be followed up.
The Friends of the Village Green risk assessment will be revisited in the New Year. In relation to the Christmas lights switch-on, it was clarified that an event organised by residents or another group cannot automatically rely on Parish Council insurance merely because it is held on Parish Council land. The Clerk will speak with the organisers/residents and clarify the event management, risk assessment, permission and insurance requirements.
78.6 Highways and footpaths
Members expressed concern about inaccurate or outdated road-closure signage associated with recent utility works. The matter will be raised with Cllr Edwards/Highways. 
The Public Rights of Way team has already been notified about overgrowth on the Glebe Farm path; the Clerk will continue to follow this up. Further waymarking and footpath improvements were also noted.
78.7 Publicity & Communications
The Autumn newsletter will summarise Pit Hill Barns and planning advice; the decision not to support the Country Park bridge; Village Green, spout and drainage work; playing field inspections and improvements; the Neighbourhood Development Plan; recent planning applications; Coventry Airport/GreenPower Park and traffic implications; the St Giles’ Church grant; and future Council priorities. The Clerk will finalise the article. The former village email facility remains unavailable; the Council agreed to obtain external IT assistance to establish a replacement.
RESOLVED: The Clerk is authorised to contact Cool Breeze IT support for assistance in establishing the replacement village email/communication facility, with expenditure authorised up to £200. Any additional cost must be brought back to Council. Proposed Cllr Roberts Second Cllr Shattock, unanimous
78.8 Gateway Liaison
Members noted that all plots within the SEGRO industrial development are now understood to be allocated/occupied and that this is likely to increase traffic and activity. The Council will continue to raise local impacts through the liaison arrangements.
78.9 Country Park Liaison
The partial Country Park opening from the week commencing 5 October. At the meeting it was confirmed that a gate was unlocked and the park partly accessible, although a footpath-closed sign remained; full opening was unlikely before spring 2027 because the A45 London Road access gate required redesign. The Council’s decision not to pursue the River Avon footbridge was reiterated. Unofficial access from Siskin Drive/Middlemarch was being discouraged following trial-bike use; horse-rider access remained under review. Replacement trees were being planted after substantial losses, with younger whips proposed. Timber information boards, natural-log seating and historic place-name signs were planned; limited newt-fence removal had been authorised. Questions remained about Silver Eagle Way chicanes and limited visitor parking (approximately 15 spaces). Cllrs noted a misplaced online site entrance pin had contributed to HGVs travelling through the village. The next liaison meeting was expected in December.
78.10 Landfill/Quarry Liaison
The liaison briefing confirmed that sand and gravel extraction and concrete mixing had ended; wash and concrete plants were being dismantled, and Smiths/Heidelberg expected to leave by March 2027. Restoration continued at Glebe Farm, with part of Wolston Quarry to become a riverside wildlife area. FCC would continue landfill operations: one new cell had capacity for approximately 40,000 tonnes and another was planned. Two summer fires had been reported, with discarded vapes suggested as a possible cause. Although litter-picking contractors remained active, concern was raised about windblown litter at the Bubbenhall Wood boundary before winter; the liaison representative would pursue this with the operator. The next meeting was proposed for 8 March 2027.
78.11 Crime Prevention and Police
The Warwick Rural East Police briefing covered 1 June–31 August 2026. In the Stoneleigh and Cubbington policing ward (not Bubbenhall alone), 106 crimes were recorded compared with 62 in the corresponding 2025 period, an increase of approximately 71%; monthly figures were June 38, July 44 and August 24. Shoplifting accounted for 37 offences against six previously. Other reported categories included violence with injury (13), violence without injury (12), stalking/harassment (10), criminal damage (9) and other theft (8). Police priorities remained shop theft and rural road safety, alongside ward walks, youth engagement and crime prevention. Councillors discussed recent local vehicle theft and reported break-ins; no further police update was available.
78.12 Overnight parking in Bubbenhall Woods, Update
A new gate has been installed. No overnight parking problems had been reported during the summer and the position was welcomed.
79. Planning applications and other statutory and non-statutory consultations:
79.1 To receive information on planning applications and decide any actions as appropriate
No new planning applications requiring a decision were before the Council. The Clerk confirmed that the Parish Council’s comments on the Goldenacre applications had been submitted to Warwick District Council, raising no objection in principle but requesting that the applications be considered together and against the relevant planning history and permitted-development tests. Councillors noted that at least one proposal may require a formal planning application.
79.2 Neighbourhood Development Plan review
The Council noted that the existing joint Baginton and Bubbenhall Neighbourhood Development Plan runs to 2029. Councillors discussed whether to retain a joint approach or develop a separate Bubbenhall plan, recognising that separation would require substantial new work and that the emerging South Warwickshire Local Plan remained uncertain. It was agreed to keep the matter under review and on future agendas, with no commitment to substantial drafting or expenditure at this stage.



80. Finance – for details see APPENDIX 1
80.1 To approve accounts for payment.
The payment schedule presented to the meeting
RESOLVED: The payment schedule was approved. Proposed Cllr Roberts seconded Cllr Rourke and agreed unanimously by those present.
80.2 To approve and confirm payment of Clerk’s and Councillors’ Expenses.
No Clerk or Councillor expenses were submitted. The Council considered reimbursement arrangements for former Cllr Steve Haynes in relation to Cosy Café expenditure.
RESOLVED: The RFO is authorised to reimburse properly evidenced Cosy Café expenditure submitted by Steve Haynes, supported by receipts and an expenses form, up to £200 per month and within the approved project/grant budget, without waiting for the following Council meeting. Proposed Cllr Shattock seconded Cllr Rourke and agreed unanimously by those present.
80.3 Finance update for approval, to include bank reconciliation.
The bank reconciliation to 30th September 2026 was received and noted. The Council continues to operate one bank account. Councillors agreed that options for opening an interest-bearing/deposit account should be brought to a future meeting.
80.4 To note payments received.
Receipt of the £10,000 precept payment on 30th September 2026 was noted.
80.5 Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) and Public Interest Report
The Clerk/RFO reported that the external audit process had not been completed by the required date. The submission/publication period has therefore been extended to 17th December 2026 and the required statutory notice will be published on the website and noticeboards. The additional reminder charge of £40 plus VAT was noted.
The appointed internal auditor expects to complete the outstanding work in time for the November meeting, when the Council aims to consider and approve the relevant AGAR documentation.
81. Matters relating to the parish from Councillors and Clerk – to consider/decide matters relating to each as required.
81.1 Any other matters arising.
Potentially hazardous holes on/adjacent to the public footpath near the Pit Hill Barns development were reported. The matter has been referred to the Public Rights of Way team and will be followed up because of the risk to walkers.
82. Future Agenda Items
Deposit/interest-bearing bank account options; 2027/28 budget; Neighbourhood Development Plan monitoring/review. A separate Finance Working Group meeting will be arranged to prepare the budget. 
Councillors also agreed that NoKSoC liaison should continue. The position regarding the IZone/GreenPower Park liaison meeting will be reviewed, with the likelihood of a Gigafactory now considered remote and GreenPower Park-related development more likely.
83. Parish Council Communications (information for sharing)
Items arising from the meeting will be included as appropriate on the website, Facebook page, e-news and Autumn newsletter.
84. Date of Next Meetings
The next ordinary meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 10th November 2026 at 7.30pm at Bubbenhall Village Hall.
85. Confidential matters
None.
Meeting Closed 21:13


Signed ……………………………….


Dated……………………………….


	Cash movements from 16/09/26 to 13/10/26
	
	
	APPENDIX 1
	



	

	Lloyds 
	
	
	
	
	

	Transaction Date
	Transaction Description
	
	 Debit Amount 
	 Credit Amount 
	 Balance 

	26/01/2026
	Opening Balance 
	
	
	
	£39,462.57

	
	final charges
	
	£4.25
	
	£39,458.32

	27/04/2026
	closing balance transferred
	£39,458.32
	
	£0.00

	
	
	
	£39,458.32
	£0.00
	

	Balance as at 
	27/04/2026
	0.00
	
	difference
	

	Unity
	
	
	
	
	

	Transaction Date
	Transaction Description
	
	Debit Amount
	Credit Amount
	Balance

	16/09/2026
	Opening Balance
	
	
	
	£46,290.18

	18/09/2026
	Eon
	Jun to Sept 26
	£197.39
	
	£46,092.79

	28/09/2026
	St Giles
	2024/25 & 25/6 grant
	£2,000.00
	
	£44,092.79

	28/09/2026
	The Cut
	VG  12/8,9/9,14/9
	£400.00
	
	£43,692.79

	28/09/2026
	SLCC
	training course
	£46.20
	
	£43,646.59

	28/09/2026
	HMRC
	August
	£25.00
	
	£43,621.59

	30/09/2026
	WDC
	precept
	
	£10,000.00
	£53,621.59

	30/09/2026
	B/P to: Chris Goddard
	August
	£111.45
	
	£53,510.14

	30/09/2026
	B/P to: Tracie Ball
	August
	£542.68
	
	£52,967.46

	10/08/2026
	Charges
	August
	£7.00
	
	£52,960.46

	
	
	
	£3,329.72
	£10,000.00
	

	Balance as at 
	13/10/2026
	£52,960.46
	
	difference
	£0.00

	Authorised not yet paid
	
	
	
	

	2025-26
	B Powell 
	 Plantation stakes 
	up to 
	£200.00
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Payments to be authorised
	
	
	
	

	
	Supplier
	Details
	 inv no 
	Amount
	

	
	DM Payroll
	April - Sept payroll
	5460
	£86.40
	

	
	Heritage
	17-Sep
	0894
	£204.00
	

	
	The Cut
	23-Sep
	1342
	£80.00
	

	
	The Cut
	08-Oct
	1371
	£80.00
	

	
	Moore
	AGAR reminder
	338543
	£48.00
	

	
	RoSPA
	Annua inspection
	102686
	£171.60
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	 Total 
	 £           670.00 
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