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[bookmark: _Hlk215762379][bookmark: _Hlk215762200][bookmark: _Hlk201074165]Minutes of the ordinary parish council meeting of Bubbenhall Parish Council
Held on Tuesday 15th September 2026 at 7.30pm at Bubbenhall Village Hall

Cllrs present: Cllr Roberts, Cllr Rourke Cllr Shattock, Cllr Nwachukwu, Cllr Baker and Cllr Cooper
In attendance, County Cllr Edwards (arrived at 8:10), Tracie Ball, Clerk and no members of the public. 
The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.30pm, welcoming all those present
58. Apologies: to receive apologies and approve reasons for absence.
District Cllr Redford, apologies accepted
59. Public participation: 
None
60. Declarations of interest
60.1 To declare any personal interests or prejudicial interests in items on the Agenda and their nature.
None
60.2 To receive, consider and approve any requests for dispensation relating to Agenda items.
None
61. Co-option of Parish Councillor
61.1 Co-option to Fill the Current Casual Vacancy
The Council considered the application for the casual vacancy. As the applicant could not attend this rearranged meeting and some councillors wished to meet her and review the application before voting, it was agreed to defer the co-option decision to the next meeting and invite her to attend. 
61.2 Declaration of Acceptance of Office
No appointment was made and no declaration of acceptance of office was required. Clerk to contact the applicant. 
62. Minutes of previous meeting: To approve the minutes as circulated. 
62.1 18th August 2026- Parish Council meeting
RESOLVED: that the minutes of the previous meeting held on 18th August 2026 - having been read and circulated be signed as a correct record. Proposed Cllr Roberts Second Cllr Cooper 5 in favour 1 abstention
63. [bookmark: _Hlk201074186]Information items: to consider and discuss items for information and comment if appropriate:
63.1 County Councillor report
None
63.2 District Councillors report
None
63.3 Local Government Reorganisation in Warwickshire update
Cllr Edwards reported that the Warwickshire local government reorganisation timetable had been paused and described the uncertainty for future district elections.
63.4 South Warwickshire Local Plan – update following closure of the Regulation 19 consultation
The Clerk reported on the recently closed Regulation 19 consultation on the South Warwickshire Local Plan and discussions concerning the former Coventry Airport site, including information obtained through freedom of information requests. The Clerk offered to recirculate the note on policy COV1.
64. Progress reports/information from working groups and committees, items of update for Parish Council – to consider/decide matters relating to each as required.
64.1 Emergency, and village defibrillators
No issues reported
64.2 Warm Spaces – Cosy Café update
The Clerk will speak to Steve Haynes about the forthcoming season and potential grant funding for the Cosy Café. Arrangements for paying or reimbursing expenses will be reviewed and brought to the next meeting before the scheme restarts.
64.3 Village Hall
None
64.4 Field and play area. 
Refurbishment of existing benches remains outstanding. A further damaged bench was reported; its position and whether replacement is needed will be checked. The condition of play area equipment, including the safety belt/seat fitting, will be inspected.
64.5 Village Green.
Preparations for temporary lighting and the Christmas lights were reported. Grass cuttings, soil and stones had reportedly been deposited near or in the pond; photographs will be shared and the grounds contractor contacted. Dog fouling was also reported and a reminder/signage considered. Work to the spring steps and the permanent notice will be followed up. The Council agreed the temporary warning notice could be removed, noting the existing sign and insurance position; the spring must not be described publicly as certified drinking water. A quotation of approximately £1,430 to reinstate a ditch and a possible further £1,500 for pipework was discussed. No expenditure or digging was authorised. The Clerk will establish the precise land boundary, ownership and permissions, obtain the written scope and seek further quotations before the matter returns for decision. 
Cllr Rourke confirmed the dates for the seasonal lighting on the Village Green as follows:
Diwali lighting: 6th–10th November 2026
Christmas lights: switch-on from 6th December 2026
RESOLVED: That the Village Green lighting arrangements and dates be approved as above.
64.6 Highways and footpaths
Cllrs discussed the drainage and pothole at Spring Hill and will raise the ditch and highway responsibilities with the relevant county contact. Overgrowth on the recently improved path towards Glebe Farm will be reported to the public rights of way team. Improved waymarking and access at other paths were discussed; Cllrs noted recent improvements to stiles and paths.
64.7 Publicity & Communications. 
The Clerk reported difficulties with the current email newsletter platform and is discussing an alternative with the Council’s website provider. Councillors were invited to suggest content for the November village newsletter.
64.8 Gateway Liaison
Recent HGV incidents causing damage to trees and fencing on local roads had been documented and passed to Cllr Edwards.
64.9 Country Park Liaison.
The Country Park liaison meeting was due shortly; the Council’s July decision withdrawing support for the proposed bridge will be reported.
64.10 Landfill/Quarry Liaison
The quarry/landfill liaison meeting had been rescheduled. Windblown litter and reported odour will be raised with the operator.
64.11 [bookmark: _Hlk181639317]Crime Prevention and Police
Meeting next week
64.12 Overnight parking in Bubbenhall Woods, Update.
Cllrs considered that new overnight parking signs were generally being observed. A report of a naked flame or cooking activity near the woods prompted agreement that the Clerk would contact the relevant land manager to request consideration of clear no fires or barbecues signage.
65. Planning applications and other statutory and non-statutory consultations: 
65.1 To receive information on planning applications and decide any actions as appropriate
65.1.1 W/26/1050 – Oak House, 3 Waverley Edge, Leamington Road, Bubbenhall, Coventry, CV8 3LW
Partial conversion of the existing integral garage to habitable accommodation, erection of single-storey front, side and rear extensions, together with associated works.
RESOLVED to raise no objection, subject to Warwick District Council satisfying itself that the scale and cumulative extent of the extensions are appropriate in the Green Belt and that there is no unacceptable harm to neighbouring residential amenity. The Clerk will submit the Council’s response. The motion was proposed, seconded and supported by those voting; names should be verified.
65.1.2 Goldenacre, Stoneleigh Road, Bubbenhall, Leamington Spa, CV8 3BT – Applications W/26/1224, W/26/1225, W/26/1227, W/26/1228, W/26/1229 and W/26/1230
To consider six concurrent applications relating to proposed development at Goldenacre:
W/26/1224 – Lawful Development Certificate – proposed single-storey side extension.
W/26/1225 – Lawful Development Certificate – proposed outbuilding.
W/26/1227 – Lawful Development Certificate – proposed outbuilding to be used as a garage.
W/26/1228 – Lawful Development Certificate – proposed two-storey rear extension.
W/26/1229 – Lawful Development Certificate – proposed loft conversion and addition of dormers.
W/26/1230 – Prior Approval/Larger Home Extension – proposed single-storey rear extension extending 8 metres from the rear of the dwelling.
[bookmark: _Hlk201075429][bookmark: _Hlk176439847]The Council considered applications W/26/1224, W/26/1225, W/26/1227, W/26/1228, W/26/1229 and W/26/1230 together. Cllrs noted that five sought lawful development certificates and one sought prior approval, with different legal tests. The Council raised no objection in principle but asked Warwick District Council to cross-reference all six applications and the property’s planning history, establish the lawful baseline and original dwelling where relevant, and consider their relationship when deciding whether the respective permitted development rights apply. The Clerk will submit those comments. No determination of lawfulness was made by the Parish Council.
66. Finance
66.1 [bookmark: _Hlk201075418]To approve accounts for payment.
	The Cut
	VG  12/8,9/9,14/9
	
	£240.00

	Bubbenhall Village Hall
	Rent 2026
	
	£95.00

	SLCC
	training Chat GPT
	
	£46.20


RESOLVED: Payment schedule confirmed Proposed Cllr Roberts Second Cllr Cooper unanimous
66.2 To approve and confirm payment of Clerk's and Councillors Expenses.
None
66.3 Finance update for approval, to include bank reconciliation.
Noted and approved
66.4 To note payments received.
None
66.5 To note the new increase in pay for employees. There is no need to formally agree to the pay increase as it is an existing contractual obligation. The increase in Salary should be back dated to April 2026 and paid in the next Salary payment. - Noted
67. Matters relating to the parish from Councillors and Clerk – to consider/decide matters relating to each as required. 
67.1 Any other matters arising.
A resident’s concern about the condition of a property frontage in Moat Close had already been referred to the district environmental team; no finding about the property or occupier was made. 
A general reminder about considerate use of fireworks and applicable hours will be considered for the November newsletter
68. Future Agenda Items – Councillors are asked to use this opportunity to raise items for future agendas. Councillors are respectfully reminded that this is not an opportunity for debate or decision-making.
Review the existing joint Baginton and Bubbenhall Neighbourhood Development Plan for Bubbenhall, in light of the emerging South Warwickshire Local Plan and national policy. The Clerk will prepare a comparison and arrange discussion with the planning working group; any decision on scope, funding or separation from Baginton is reserved for a future agenda. Initial approaches to potential planning consultants were also noted.
69. Parish Council Communications (information for sharing) - To receive suggestions for items for the Village website, Parish Council Facebook Page, and Bubbenhall E-news.
70. Date of Next Meetings – To confirm Tuesday 13th October 2026 for the for the next ordinary meeting of the Parish Council at the Village Hall at 7:30pm.
If an interim meeting is required, an agenda will be sent to Councillors and be put on the website and in the Parish noticeboard three clear days before the meeting is held. Noted
71. [bookmark: _Hlk176440053]Confidential matters: to consider the exclusion of the public and press in the public interest for discussions and decisions in relation to either Personnel matters or Legal matters. 
None
Upcoming meetings
	Date
	Meeting
	Time
	Location
	Comments

	13/10/26
	Bubbenhall Parish Council 
	7.30 pm
	Bubbenhall Village Hall
	

	Sept  26
	WRE Police and Parish Liaison 
	7.00 pm
	Leek Wootton Police HQ
	

	Sept  26
	SEGRO Liaison
	4.15 pm 
	Management Suite
	

	Sept 26
	WDC: IZone, Gigafactory etc
	3.00 pm
	Virtual
	Teams

	Sept 26
	NoKSoC
	4.00 pm
	Virtual
	Teams

	Sept 26
	Quarry Liaison
	
	
	


Meeting Closed 9:05


Signed ……………………………….

Dated……………………………….
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