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[bookmark: _Hlk215762379][bookmark: _Hlk215762200][bookmark: _Hlk201074165]Minutes of the ordinary parish council meeting of Bubbenhall Parish Council
Held on 16th June 2026 at 7.30pm at Bubbenhall Village Hall

Cllrs present: Cllr Roberts, Cllr Rourke Cllr Shattock, and Cllr Nwachukwu.
In attendance: County Cllr Ben Edwards, Cllr Redford, and Tracie Ball, Clerk and 14 members of the public. 
The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.30pm, welcoming all those present
21. Apologies: to receive apologies and approve reasons for absence.
[bookmark: _Hlk152670453]Cllr Baker, Cllr Haynes, Cllr Cooper District Cllr Josh Payne - Accepted
22. Presentation by the Brethren Regarding Proposed Meeting Room Conversion Development, 
[bookmark: _Hlk201074204]Representatives of the Plymouth Brethren Christian Church gave a presentation outlining revised proposals for the conversion of the former agricultural buildings into a meeting room, associated storage facilities and two dwellings.
The applicants explained that the revised proposal had been amended following comments received during previous consultations with residents and the Parish Council. The principal amendments included:
· Provision of two residential dwellings within the existing barn. 
· Removal of the previously proposed 1.8m perimeter security fence and replacement with post and rail fencing together with new hedgerow planting. 
· Inclusion of windows within the meeting room. 
· Improvements to the pedestrian footpath linking the public right of way. 
· Retention of the existing roadside hedgerow wherever practical. 
· Improvements to the existing access arrangements. 
· Reduction in the overall size of the proposed meeting room. 
The applicants confirmed that extensive pre-application discussions had taken place with Warwick District Council Planning Officers.
· The meeting room would principally be used for Sunday morning worship and Monday evening prayer meetings. 
· The proposed Relief Team (RRT) storage facility would only be used occasionally, generally for emergency response equipment. Approximately five emergency deployments occur annually. 
· Vehicle movements were expected to reduce overall because local members would no longer need to travel to meeting rooms elsewhere. 
The applicants also advised that although the proposed dwellings were initially shown for occupation by members of the Brethren, they intended to submit a future application to remove that restriction once planning permission had been granted.
Submission of the planning application was anticipated within approximately two to three months, although no firm date could yet be confirmed. 
Residents and Cllrs raised concerns regarding:
· Increased vehicle movements. 
· Early Sunday morning noise. 
· Parking pressures. 
· The principle of providing another meeting room. 
· Whether previous public objections would influence the proposal. 
· The number of visitors expected from outside the village. 
· The future use of the existing agricultural buildings. 
Representatives of the Brethren confirmed that:
· They had attempted to address concerns raised during previous consultations. 
· They wished to continue working positively with the Parish Council and local residents. 
· The final application would reflect the comments received wherever possible. 
· The Chairman thanked the applicants and residents for attending and reminded everyone that the Parish Council would consider the application formally once submitted through the planning process.
23. Public participation: 
no additional matters were raised under Public Participation.
24. [bookmark: _Hlk201074175]Declarations of interest
24.1 To declare any personal interests or prejudicial interests in items on the Agenda and their nature. –
 none
24.2 To receive, consider and approve any requests for dispensation relating to Agenda items. – 
none
25. [bookmark: _Hlk100521233]Minutes of previous meeting: To approve the minutes as circulated. 
25.1 12th May 2026 – Annual Parish Meeting – in principle
Resolved: That the draft minutes be approved in principle pending formal adoption.
25.2 12th May 2026 – Annual Parish Council meeting
Resolved: That the minutes be approved and signed by the Chairman.
26. [bookmark: _Hlk201074186]Information items: to consider and discuss items for information and comment if appropriate:
26.1 County Councillor report
County Cllr Edwards reported that:
· The County Councillor Grant Fund had reopened. 
· Each County Councillor had £8,000 available. 
· Only one funding round would operate during 2026. 
· Applications close at the end of July. 
Councillors were encouraged to submit suitable community projects.
26.2 District Councillors report
District Cllr Redford advised:
· Rural and Urban Capital Improvement Scheme (RUCIS) grants remained available. 
· Community organisations were encouraged to submit applications where eligible.
26.3 Local Government Reorganisation in Warwickshire update
· Discussions remain ongoing. 
· Government decisions were still awaited. 
· Significant structural changes may occur during the coming years. 
27. Progress reports/information from working groups and committees, items of update for Parish Council – to consider/decide matters relating to each as required.
27.1 Emergency, and village defibrillators
Nothing further to report
27.2 Warm Spaces – Cosy Café update
No update received
27.3 Village Hall
The recent AGM had been successful.
· Positive financial position. 
· Strong programme of community events. 
· Charity Commission returns completed.
27.4 Field and play area. 
27.4.1 Swing update
27.4.2 Report regarding state of picnic tables in play area
27.4.3 Signage and/or a fence around the play area – Update
No significant updates
27.5 Village Green. 
· Replacement valve received for the village pump. 
· Damage caused to planting around the pond. 
· New volunteer joining the Friends of the Village Green. 
· Proposal to install a Domesday Book heritage plaque. 
27.5.1 Village Pump risk assessment and next steps
ACTION The Clerk was requested to prepare a formal risk assessment for the village pump
27.6 Highways and footpaths
· Continued deterioration of Spring Hill and Pit Hill. Hopefully resurfacing will take place soon
· Overhanging vegetation near Ryton Pools on A445. 
ACTION The Clerk agreed to report the overhanging branch
27.7 Publicity & Communications. 
· The new Parish Council website was now fully operational.
· The old website would shortly be closed.
ACTION The Clerk would publicise the new website and email addresses



27.8 Gateway Liaison
The Chairman reported that liaison meetings continued with SEGRO. 
· The Country Park was nearing completion. 
· Landscaping had been undertaken to a high standard. 
· Opening was anticipated shortly. 
Cllrs also discussed the long-standing proposal for a pedestrian bridge linking the village with the Country Park.
Following discussion, it was agreed that a definitive decision should be taken at the July meeting regarding whether the Parish Council wished to continue supporting the proposal.
27.9 Landfill/Quarry Liaison
Cllrs noted that operations continued satisfactorily.
An overgrown footpath adjacent to the landfill site would be reported
27.10 [bookmark: _Hlk181639317]Crime Prevention and Police
No significant crime issues were reported.
The forthcoming Police Liaison Meeting was noted.
27.11 Overnight parking in Bubbenhall Woods, Update.
There were currently no significant issues
28. Planning applications and other statutory and non-statutory consultations: 
28.1 Update on SWLP Preferred Options Consultation
28.1.1 Receive report from meeting with WDC 10th June 2026 - SWLP -brief from Senior officers of WDC
Parish Council representatives met with senior officers from Warwick District Council to receive an update on the emerging South Warwickshire Local Plan, with particular focus on the proposed allocation of Coventry Airport under Policy COV2.
Officers explained that the airport remains identified as a strategic employment site within the draft Local Plan. The proposed allocation seeks to retain the site for employment-led development, with at least 60% dedicated to advanced manufacturing, research, development and industrial uses, and up to 40% available for warehousing and distribution. The allocation also forms part of the proposed West Midlands Investment Zone.
It was confirmed that the existing Gigafactory planning permission remains capable of implementation. However, the Local Plan allocation has been drafted to provide greater flexibility should a Gigafactory operator not come forward, allowing other employment uses to be considered through future planning applications.
Officers outlined the Green Belt and Grey Belt assessment undertaken as part of the Local Plan evidence base. They advised that the airport site had been assessed against the revised National Planning Policy Framework and emerging Grey Belt guidance. It was emphasised that Grey Belt designation does not grant planning permission but forms part of the planning evidence used to determine future proposals.
Parish Council representatives raised concerns regarding the robustness of the Grey Belt assessment, the absence of a confirmed Gigafactory operator, the potential for wider development than originally anticipated, and the possible impacts on neighbouring communities, including infrastructure, highways and the environment. The importance of appropriate safeguards and mitigation measures was highlighted throughout the discussion.
Officers confirmed that any future development would still require detailed planning applications and would remain subject to environmental assessments, highway assessments, planning conditions, Section 106 agreements and other statutory planning controls.
The remaining Local Plan process was outlined. Following approval by the constituent councils, the draft Plan will be published for Regulation 19 consultation before being submitted to the Planning Inspector for Examination in Public. Adoption is currently anticipated during 2028. Officers advised that the Regulation 19 consultation had been delayed slightly to allow further work on key elements of the Plan but remains on course for submission before the end of 2026.
Members noted the update and agreed to continue monitoring the Local Plan process, review the supporting evidence for Policy COV2 and prepare detailed representations during the Regulation 19 consultation to ensure local concerns are fully reflected.
28.2 To receive information on planning applications and decide any actions as appropriate
28.2.1 W26/0667-12 Coopers Walk, Bubbenhall - Variation of Condition 2 (approved plans) of Householder Application W/25/0460
Members noted the variation of condition application.
Resolved: No objection
28.2.2 [bookmark: _Hlk201075429][bookmark: _Hlk176439847] W/26/0758/TCA Yew Tree Farm, Coopers Walk, Bubbenhall, - T1 x Lawson Cypress conifer - Remove to ground level
Resolved: No objection



28.3 Update on 3 Horseshoes planning application
The Chairman reported on discussions with Warwick District Council and the Planning Inspectorate.
· The appeal remained under consideration. 
· Discussions regarding conditions were ongoing. 
· The Parish Council remained cautiously optimistic that progress would shortly be made.
29. Finance
29.1 [bookmark: _Hlk201075418]To approve accounts for payment.
Resolved: That the accounts be approved for payment.
29.2 To confirm payment of Clerk's and Councillors Expenses.
Resolved: That the Councillors’ expenses be approved for payment.
29.3 Finance update for approval, to include bank reconciliation.
Resolved: That the finance update be noted and the bank reconciliation be agreed.
29.4 To note payments received.
The Council noted that no payments had been received during the period.
30. [bookmark: _Hlk201075616]Matters relating to the parish from Councillors and Clerk – to consider/decide matters relating to each as required. 
30.1 Any other matters arising.
None
31. Future Agenda Items – Councillors are asked to use this opportunity to raise items for future agendas. Councillors are respectfully reminded that this is not an opportunity for debate or decision-making.
· Village twinning opportunities. 
· Christmas Working Group. To include Christmas lights and village decorations. 
· Additional grant funding opportunities. 
· Wildflower meadow proposals. 
· Domesday Book commemorative plaque. 
· Future of the Country Park bridge proposal. 
32. Parish Council Communications (information for sharing) - To receive suggestions for items for the Village website, Parish Council Facebook Page, and Bubbenhall E-news.
· Promotion of the new Parish Council website. 
· Information regarding the Country Park. 
· Updates regarding the proposed Domesday heritage plaque.
33. Date of Next Meetings – To confirm Tuesday 28th July 2026 for the for the next ordinary meeting of the Parish Council at the Village Hall at 7:30pm. 
[bookmark: _Hlk176442184]If an interim meeting is required, an agenda will be sent to Councillors and be put on the website and in the Parish noticeboard three clear days before the meeting is held.
34. [bookmark: _Hlk176440053]Confidential matters: to consider the exclusion of the public and press in the public interest for discussions and decisions in relation to either Personnel matters or Legal matters. 
None 
Upcoming meetings
	Date
	Meeting
	Time
	Location
	Comments

	28/07/26
	Bubbenhall Parish Council 
	7.30 pm
	Bubbenhall Village Hall
	

	June 26
	WRE Police and Parish Liaison 
	7.00 pm
	Leek Wootton Police HQ
	

	June 26
	SEGRO Liaison
	4.15 pm 
	Management Suite
	

	May 26
	WDC: IZone, Gigafactory etc
	3.00 pm
	Virtual
	Teams

	June 26
	NoKSoC
	4.00 pm
	Virtual
	Teams

	
	Quarry Liaison
	
	
	


Meeting Closed 9:15
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