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[bookmark: _Hlk215762379][bookmark: _Hlk215762200][bookmark: _Hlk201074165]Minutes of the ordinary parish council meeting of Bubbenhall Parish Council
Held on 7th April 2026 at 7.30pm at Bubbenhall Village Hall

Cllrs present: Cllr Roberts, Cllr Baker, Cllr Cooper and Cllr Rourke.
In attendance: County Cllr Ben Edwards, Cllr Redford, and Tracie Ball, Clerk and 3 members of the public. 
The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.40pm, welcoming all those present
128. Apologies: to receive apologies and approve reasons for absence.
[bookmark: _Hlk152670453]Cllr Haynes, Cllr Shattock, and Cllr Nwachukwu - Accepted
129. [bookmark: _Hlk201074204]Public participation: 
None
130. [bookmark: _Hlk201074175]Declarations of interest
130.1 To declare any personal interests or prejudicial interests in items on the Agenda and their nature.
Cllr Cooper and Cllr Baker – personal interest in 132.1.1 – Secondary Schools
130.2 To receive, consider and approve any requests for dispensation relating to Agenda items.
Cllr Cooper and Cllr Baker – personal interest in 132.1.1 – Secondary Schools
131. [bookmark: _Hlk100521233]Minutes of previous meeting: To approve the minutes as circulated. 
131.1 27th January 2025
RESOLVED: that the minutes of the previous meeting held on 27th January 2026 - having been read and circulated be signed as a correct record. Proposed Cllr Robert Second Cllr Rourke unanimous
132. [bookmark: _Hlk201074186]Information items: to consider and discuss items for information and comment if appropriate:
132.1 County Councillor report
132.1.1 secondary school admissions
Presentation from Cllr Edwards – See previous minutes
Secondary school admissions face rural challenges, with families travelling far due to overlapping priority areas and distance criteria affecting admission chances.
Apply to at least your top 3 – can then go to appeal. Follow process
132.2 District Councillors report
Cllr Redford - We are proceeding with the local plan according to the established schedule. Adhering to this timetable is essential to prevent any delays in subsequent processes. The officers involved are diligently working to ensure timely progress.
132.3 Local Government Reorganisation in Warwickshire update
Cllr Roberts reported that the West Midland Combined Authority mayor supports Warwickshire's split. Cllr Redford noted the government's initial threshold was 500,000, but it has approved splits for Norfolk, Suffolk, Hampshire, and Essex at lower levels, possibly around 300,000 to 350,000.
133. Progress reports/information from working groups and committees, items of update for Parish Council – to consider/decide matters relating to each as required.
133.1 Emergency, and village defibrillators
No update –Cllr Haynes has circulated a draft response to Energy Crisis
133.2 Warm Spaces – Cosy Café update
No update
133.3 Village Hall
No update
133.4 Field and play area. 
133.4.1 Swing update – to be sorted
133.4.2 Report regarding state of picnic tables in play area – 
Cllr Baker reported that a number of the Benches and picnic tables will require repairs urgently
RESOLVED: that up to £150 approved for wood preservation, Repairs include sanding, treating wood, and reinforcing rocking benches. Proposed Cllr Baker Second Cllr Rourke unanimous
133.4.3 Signage and/or a fence around the play area – Update -   
Plans to assess and install fencing around the play area are underway, with advice to consult neighbouring parish councils for suitable fence types ACTION Clerk to contact Cubbington and Ryton clerks on fencing to keep dogs out
133.5 Village Green. 
Successful pond day – 10 residents
Pond safety concerns prompted a recommendation for a full risk assessment. Deep water warning signs exist, but a formal risk assessment will clarify hazards and inform any safety installations. ACTION Clerk to draft RA
Water quality testing report received with ambiguous conclusions, costing £301.61, prompted follow-up actions to clarify safety. The test did not cover E. coli or faecal indicator bacteria microbiological sampling, limiting its scope. The contractor did not inspect the UV disinfection system, raising questions about thoroughness.
Councillors agreed to request a formal health opinion from the Environmental Health Officer to confirm drinkability. ACTION Clerk to contact WDC copy in Cllr Redford
Ongoing maintenance issues were noted, including leaking taps and path repairs near the pump.
133.6 Highways and footpaths
A £1,000 non-refundable cost hinders approval for a left-turn warning sign at Paget’s Lane. The proposed sign addresses frequent near-misses where no warning exists.
Legal advice on signage requirements was requested. ACTION Cllr Edward to speak to WCC Highways
Persistent spring causes flooding at Pit Hill; French or land drain suggested. Highways may consider 
funding drainage improvements if required on the verges
Dangerous parking near junctions is noted, but enforcement is limited by existing legal parking.
Complaints about HGV and delivery lorry traffic continue, monitored via WhatsApp and video evidence. Residents should report illegal or dangerous HGV movements for enforcement. ACTION Clerk to raise on Facebook and ENews
133.7 Publicity & Communications. 
Positive community feedback was reported regarding Cllr Rourke’s newsletter article, which clarified councillor roles and improved village awareness
ACTION Clerk to include details of what the Parish Council do and how to comment on planning permission on the website.
133.8 Gateway Liaison
Market has improved, more interest in remaining units
133.9 Country Park Liaison.
The Council received an update following a site walk of the park and associated open spaces.
The park was looking well, although opening remained delayed due to urgent tree works requiring road closure, that benches and signage would be discussed at a future meeting. The hedge and planting maintenance adjacent to the new pavement was poor. 
133.10 Landfill/Quarry Liaison
Next Monday 13th April. More litter in the wood – ACTION Cllr Roberts to check what is happening
133.11 [bookmark: _Hlk181639317]Crime Prevention and Police
Police engagement planned with ward walks scheduled for April through July, coordinated with councillors and community leaders, ACTION Clerk to obtain dates and publish to residents to ask for volunteers
133.12 Overnight parking in Bubbenhall Woods, Update.
Ongoing concerns about antisocial behaviour and overnight parking in village woods car park were noted, with police monitoring encouraged 
134. Planning applications and other statutory and non-statutory consultations: 
134.1 Update on SWLP Preferred Options Consultation
WDC plans to release Regulation 19 (Final Draft) in May 2026, and will conduct consultations during June and July. The plan will then be submitted to the Planning Inspectorate (Secretary of State) by December 2026. During the examination, officials will check that it meets all legal and procedural requirements and determine whether it is sound. The four tests of soundness are detailed in the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). Once the examination concludes, the Inspector will provide a report to the LPA, recommending whether the plan should be adopted.
134.2 To receive information on planning applications and decide any actions as appropriate
134.2.1 W26/0204 - Tantara, Lower End, Bubbenhall, Proposed refurbishment and redecoration of existing garden shelter. – 
Councillors agreed to monitor for major objections and rely on neighbourhood consultation and council planning enforcement NEUTRAL
Cllrs discussed the position regarding W25/1451   Three Horseshoes pub. The planning dispute ongoing, with appeal and negotiation planned to involve Gary Fisher (WDC planning) and Chris Elliott (WDC CEO)
135. [bookmark: _Hlk201075429][bookmark: _Hlk176439847]Finance – See Appendix 1
135.1 [bookmark: _Hlk201075418]To approve accounts for payment.
RESOLVED: Payment schedule confirmed Proposed Cllr Roberts Second Cllr Baker unanimous
135.2 To confirm payment of Clerk's and Councillors Expenses.
RESOLVED: Payment of Councillors and Clerk’s confirmed Proposed Cllr Roberts Second Cllr Baker unanimous
135.3 Finance update for approval, to include bank reconciliation.
Noted 
135.4 To note payments received.
None
136. [bookmark: _Hlk201075616]Matters relating to the parish from Councillors and Clerk – to consider/decide matters relating to each as required. 
136.1 Any other matters arising.
137. Future Agenda Items – Councillors are asked to use this opportunity to raise items for future agendas. Councillors are respectfully reminded that this is not an opportunity for debate or decision-making.
To discuss the impact of the ongoing energy crisis on the parish and agree on support actions for residents, and to review available resources and determine how the Council can best assist those struggling with rising energy costs
138. Parish Council Communications (information for sharing) - To receive suggestions for items for the Village website, Parish Council Facebook Page, and Bubbenhall E-news.
Lorry Watch, via facebook and Enews
Include details of what the Parish Council do and how to comment on planning permission on the website.
139. Date of Next Meetings – To confirm Tuesday 12th May 2026 for the for the 7pm Annual Parish Meeting 7pm and Annual General meeting of the Parish Council at the Village Hall at 7:30pm.
Cllrs discussed the format of the Annual Parish meeting, and suggestions were invitations to local organisations such as the Friends of the Village Green, village hall representatives, and the curate were considered to encourage attendance.
Councillors discussed strategies to increase participation, including offering refreshments.
[bookmark: _Hlk176442184]If an interim meeting is required, an agenda will be sent to Councillors and be put on the website and in the Parish noticeboard three clear days before the meeting is held.
140. [bookmark: _Hlk176440053]Confidential matters: to consider the exclusion of the public and press in the public interest for discussions and decisions in relation to either Personnel matters or Legal matters. 
Exclusion of Press and Public
In accordance with Paragraph 1 (2) of The Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the Parish Council is invited to Resolve that the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following agenda items owing to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted and the public interest would not be served in disclosing that information.  
142. Upcoming meetings
	Date
	Meeting
	Time
	Location
	Comments

	12/05/26
	Bubbenhall Parish Council 
	7.30 pm
	Bubbenhall Village Hall
	

	May 26
	Police ASB 
	10.00 am
	Virtual 
	

	June 26
	WRE Police and Parish Liaison 
	7.00 pm
	Leek Wootton Police HQ
	

	June 26
	SEGRO Liaison
	4.15 pm 
	Management Suite
	

	May 26
	WDC: IZone, Gigafactory etc
	3.00 pm
	Virtual
	Teams

	June 26
	NoKSoC
	4.00 pm
	Virtual
	Teams

	13/04/26
	Quarry Liaison
	
	Weston Lane
	



Meeting Closed – 21:34


	Cash movements from 27/01/26 to 31/3/26
	
	
	
	



	

	Lloyds 
	
	
	
	
	

	Transaction Date
	Transaction Description
	
	 Debit Amount 
	 Credit Amount 
	 Balance 

	26/01/2026
	Opening Balance 
	
	
	
	£39,462.57

	Can't logon but not yet closed
	
	
	
	£39,462.57

	
	
	
	
	
	£39,462.57

	
	
	
	£0.00
	£0.00
	

	Balance as at 
	26/01/2026
	39,462.57
	
	difference
	£0.00

	Unity
	
	
	
	
	

	Transaction Date
	Transaction Description
	
	Debit Amount
	Credit Amount
	Balance

	27/01/2026
	Opening Balance
	
	
	
	£8,480.65

	30/01/2026
	HMRC
	Jan Salary
	£24.60
	
	£8,456.05

	30/01/2026
	C Goddard
	Jan Salary
	£111.65
	
	£8,344.40

	30/01/2026
	T Ball
	Jan Salary
	£542.88
	
	£7,801.52

	30/01/2026
	G&M by James
	
	£220.00
	
	£7,581.52

	30/01/2026
	Turtle
	
	£342.00
	
	£7,239.52

	30/01/2026
	DM Payroll
	
	£86.40
	
	£7,153.12

	30/01/2026
	S Haynes 
	 Cosy café 
	£65.71
	
	£7,087.41

	30/01/2026
	Unity 
	 Fee 
	£6.00
	
	£7,081.41

	31/01/2026
	Turtle
	
	£80.18
	
	£7,001.23

	28/02/2026
	Unity 
	 Fee 
	£6.00
	
	£6,995.23

	02/03/2026
	HMRC
	Feb Salary
	£24.80
	
	£6,970.43

	02/03/2026
	C Goddard
	Feb Salary
	£111.65
	
	£6,858.78

	02/03/2026
	T Ball
	Feb Salary
	£542.68
	
	£6,316.10

	31/03/2026
	Unity 
	fee
	£7.00
	
	£6,309.10

	02/04/2026
	HMRC
	Feb Salary
	£25.00
	
	£6,284.10

	02/04/2026
	C Goddard
	Feb Salary
	£111.45
	
	£6,172.65

	02/04/2026
	T Ball
	Feb Salary
	£654.13
	
	£5,518.52

	07/04/2026
	T Ball
	refund overpayment
	
	£111.45
	£5,629.97

	
	
	
	£2,962.13
	£111.45
	

	Balance as at 
	07/04/2026
	£5,629.97
	
	difference
	£0.00

	Authorised not yet paid
	
	
	
	

	2025-26
	B Powell 
	 Plantation stakes 
	up to 
	£200.00
	

	2025-26
	St Giles
	 Grant 
	
	£1,000.00
	

	Payments to be authorised
	
	
	
	

	
	Supplier
	Details
	 
	Amount
	 Paid 

	
	NS Booth
	Christmas lights
	
	£360.00
	y

	
	G&M by James
	12-Mar
	
	£80.00
	

	
	G&M by James
	30-Mar
	
	£80.00
	

	
	WDC
	Water assessment
	
	£301.61
	

	
	WDC
	BIN at Pit Hill
	
	£146.45
	y

	
	Heritage
	6/3 and harrow & roll
	
	£528.00
	y

	
	WALC
	SUBS
	
	£288.00
	

	
	S Haynes 
	cosy café expenses
	
	 £146.46 
	Y

	
	
	
	 Total 
	 £       1,930.52 
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