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[bookmark: _Hlk215762379][bookmark: _Hlk215762200][bookmark: _Hlk201074165]Minutes of the ordinary parish council meeting of Bubbenhall Parish Council
Held on 27th January 2026 at 6.30pm at Bubbenhall Village Hall

[bookmark: _Hlk152670453]Cllrs present: Cllr Roberts, Cllr Baker, Cllr Nwachukwu, Cllr Haynes, Cllr Shattock, Cllr Cooper and Cllr Rourke.
In attendance: County Cllr Ben Edwards, Cllr Redford, Cllr Josh Payne and Tracie Ball, Clerk and 3 members of the public. 
The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.40pm, welcoming all those present
98. Apologies: to receive apologies and approve reasons for absence.
Cllr Cooper - Accepted
99. [bookmark: _Hlk201074204]Public participation: 
Bridge Proposal (Village to Country Park)
Proposal discussed; no firm plans yet. 
Key concerns: 
· High cost (bridge + infrastructure). 
· Flood risk and maintenance of access routes. 
· Potential increase in village traffic/parking. 
· Suggestion of village referendum: 
· Concerns about lack of detail and potential bias. 
· Decision deferred pending clearer information.
CLOSED 20.14
100. [bookmark: _Hlk201074175]Declarations of interest
100.1 To declare any personal interests or prejudicial interests in items on the Agenda and their nature.
None
100.2 To receive, consider and approve any requests for dispensation relating to Agenda items.
None
101. [bookmark: _Hlk100521233]Minutes of previous meeting: To approve the minutes as circulated. 
101.1 15th December 2025 
RESOLVED: that the minutes of the previous meeting held on 15th December 2025 - having been read and circulated be signed as a correct record. Proposed Cllr Robert Second Cllr Shattock unanimous
102. [bookmark: _Hlk201074186]Information items: to consider and discuss items for information and comment if appropriate:
102.1 County Councillor report
Budget – hardest budget WCC have ever had to deal with
102.2 District Councillors report
Cllr Redford reported - 3 Horseshoes update – see item 103
Cllr Payne reported the litter on the A445 had been clean up.
102.3 Local Government Reorganisation in Warwickshire update
Still awaiting government decision by mid-summer
103. Update W/25/1451 Three Horseshoes – planning application
Await inspector’s letter before further submissions. 
Potential actions: 
Submit additional supporting evidence. 
Challenge incorrect information. 
Explore revised plans (e.g. parking layout).
104. Update on W/25/0816 Firefly Road – 
Planning application status: An update regarding the implementation of barrier conditions to prevent HGV access. Consider 7.5-ton weight restrictions and Lorry Watch observations. Ensure all incidents are logged, ask resident through  Bub ENews, noting company names, time, and direction of travel.
105. Progress reports/information from working groups and committees, items of update for Parish Council – to consider/decide matters relating to each as required.
105.1 Emergency, and village defibrillators
No emergencies – Defibs  Not used recently; ongoing checks and maintenance continue. Batteries and pads to be replaced as needed to keep units operational.
105.2 Warm Spaces – Cosy Café update
Reported as going very well and viewed positively by attendees. Average attendance is 34 per session, at an approximate cost of £1.22 per person.
105.3 Village Hall
Meeting held on 19 January. 
Hall remains in a positive financial position. 
£500 allocated toward resealing the hall floor. 
Further maintenance agreed, including kitchen tap repairs and other improvements. 
Website and Facebook responsibilities reassigned following a committee resignation. 
Funds from a recent house contents sale noted. 
Charity music concert approved and Social events programme reviewed and planned. 
Hall policies on external power use and car park routing discussed. 
Next meeting scheduled for 9 March..  
105.4 Field and play area. 
105.4.1 Swing update – NO update due to weather
105.4.2 Report regarding state of picnic tables in play area - NO update due to weather
105.4.3 Consider signage and/or a fence around the play area
Continued concern about dog fouling around the play area and nearby paths. 
Discussion held on whether additional signage or fencing is needed. 
Concerns raised about cost and the need to allow for future changes to the play area. 
It was resolved to obtain quotations for fencing and additional signs around the play area.
105.5 Village Green. 
No update yet on water testing; Clerk to chase and copy in relevant councillor. 
Friends of the Village Green meeting scheduled for the following week. 
Fallen branches/logs in pond area to be discussed at that meeting.
105.6 Highways and footpaths
Flooding issues at Spring Hill and Pit Hill appear improved. 
Potholes remain a concern and are to be reported. 
Possible resurfacing scheme previously indicated by Highways. 
105.7 Publicity & Communications. 
New website pages being drafted to explain the role of the parish council and how residents can comment effectively on planning applications. 
Material planning considerations, conservation area, green belt, and listed building guidance to be included.
105.8 Gateway Liaison
Country park opening now expected in spring. 
Bund works expected to be completed by summer, subject to further topping up where settled. 
Tree survey to be carried out before park opening. 
Naming suggestions for the park are being considered. 
Next liaison meeting noted for 18 March.
105.9 Country Park Liaison. – Council agreed that there is currently insufficient information to justify a meaningful referendum; proposal deferred/not pursued at this stage.
RESOLVED Proposed Cllr Robert Second Cllr Rourke unanimous
105.10 Landfill/Quarry Liaison
No formal update since last meeting in September. 
Some progress seen in restoration/capping works. 
Further concerns raised about wind-blown litter and evidence of camping/tents in the area.–Simon O’Conner- to be advised
105.11 [bookmark: _Hlk181639317]Crime Prevention and Police
Overall crime reported as down. 
Increase in shoplifting in Coventry discussed, with offenders now imprisoned. 
Residents reminded that some recorded vehicle crime relates to unlocked vehicles being entered.
105.12 Overnight parking in Bubbenhall Woods, 
Update. Ed King has been advised, It was noted that new signage had previously been expected in November, but had not yet been installed. Cllr Nwachukwu to forward message to the Clerk so that the matter can be followed up.
106. Planning applications and other statutory and non-statutory consultations: 
106.1 Update on SWLP Preferred Options Consultation – 
Cllr Redford reported - Local plan has slipped but work still going on.
106.2 West Midlands investment zone, update – 
None
106.3 To receive information on planning applications and decide any actions as appropriate
None
107. [bookmark: _Hlk201075429][bookmark: _Hlk176439847]Finance – See Appendix 1
107.1 [bookmark: _Hlk201075418]To approve accounts for payment. 
RESOLVED: Payment schedule confirmed Proposed Cllr Roberts Second Cllr Baker unanimous
107.2 To confirm payment of Clerk's and Councillors Expenses.
RESOLVED: Payment of Councillors and Clerk’s confirmed Proposed Cllr Roberts Second Cllr Baker unanimous
107.3 Finance update for approval, to include bank reconciliation.
Noted
107.4 To note payments received.
None
107.5 To consider any grant applications and make appropriate decision.
None 
107.6 On-line banking update and consider the continued use of Lloyds Bank as the Parish Council’s bankers 
RESOLVED: Close Lloyds Bank account and transfer to Unity Trust Bank Proposed Cllr Roberts Second Cllr Rourke unanimous
107.7 [bookmark: _Hlk201075616]To consider the 2026-27 Budget proposal and Precept demand  -  See APPENDIX 2
RESOLVED: Accept the Budget and Precept demand as presented Proposed Cllr Roberts Second Cllr Nwachukwu unanimous
107.8 Matters relating to the parish from Councillors and Clerk – to consider/decide matters relating to each as required. 
107.9 Any other matters arising.
A concern was raised regarding an overgrown hedge/path near the A445, where pedestrians are reportedly being forced onto a muddy path closer to the road. It was agreed that the matter should be pursued further, including consideration of whether the route could be adopted as a public right of way.
Further concern was raised regarding overgrown hedgerow vegetation near Church Lane / Tantara Lodge, which is encroaching into the road. The Clerk agreed to report this matter to Highways and investigate ownership where necessary.
108. Future Agenda Items – Councillors are asked to use this opportunity to raise items for future agendas. Councillors are respectfully reminded that this is not an opportunity for debate or decision-making.
It was suggested that Lorry Watch and the new website information pages be included in future parish communications Ryton pools parking discount – for Bubbenhall residents
109. Parish Council Communications (information for sharing) - To receive suggestions for items for the Village website, Parish Council Facebook Page, and Bubbenhall E-news.
Lorry watch etc
110. Date of Next Meetings – To confirm Tuesday3rd March 2026 for the for the next ordinary meeting of the Parish Council at the Village Hall at 7:30pm.
[bookmark: _Hlk176442184]If an interim meeting is required, an agenda will be sent to Councillors and be put on the website and in the Parish noticeboard three clear days before the meeting is held.
111. [bookmark: _Hlk176440053]Confidential matters: to consider the exclusion of the public and press in the public interest for discussions and decisions in relation to either Personnel matters or Legal matters. 
Exclusion of Press and Public
In accordance with Paragraph 1 (2) of The Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the Parish Council is invited to Resolve that the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following agenda items owing to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted and the public interest would not be served in disclosing that information.  

Close 21.25

	Cash movements from 11/12/25 to 26/01/26
	
	
	APPENDIX 1

	

	Lloyds 
	
	
	
	
	

	Transaction Date
	Transaction Description
	
	 Debit Amount 
	 Credit Amount 
	 Balance 

	26/01/2026
	Opening Balance 
	
	
	
	£39,481.27

	
	Lloyds
	charges
	£4.25
	
	£39,477.02

	
	Lloyds
	charges
	£4.25
	
	£39,472.77

	
	Eon
	
	£10.20
	
	£39,462.57

	
	
	
	£14.45
	£0.00
	

	Balance as at 
	26/01/2026
	39,462.57
	
	difference
	£0.00

	Unity
	
	
	
	
	

	Transaction Date
	Transaction Description
	
	Debit Amount
	Credit Amount
	Balance

	11/12/2025
	Opening Balance
	
	
	
	£8,475.51

	23/12/2025
	Gardening & Maintenance by James Ltd
	8161/3
	£320.00
	
	£8,155.51

	23/12/2025
	Turtle
	Defibs
	£342.00
	
	£7,813.51

	23/12/2025
	T Ball
	 Dec salary 
	£542.68
	
	£7,270.83

	23/12/2025
	C Goddard
	 Dec salary 
	£111.45
	
	£7,159.38

	24/12/2025
	WDC creditors
	 Warm hubs 
	
	£1,575.00
	£8,734.38

	31/12/2025
	S Haynes 
	 exp 
	£247.73
	
	£8,486.65

	31/12/2025
	charge
	
	£6.00
	
	£8,480.65

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	£1,569.86
	£1,575.00
	

	Balance as at 
	26/01/2026
	£8,480.65
	
	difference
	£0.00

	Authorised not yet paid
	
	
	
	

	
	B Powell 
	 Plantation stakes 
	up to 
	£200.00
	

	
	St Giles
	 Grant 
	Circulate 
	£1,000.00
	

	Payments to be authorised
	
	
	
	

	
	Supplier
	Details
	 inv no 
	Amount
	 Paid 

	
	Turtle
	 De fib pads
	2023-4065
	£80.18
	

	
	G&M by James
	.3/12 final clear
	8192
	£220.00
	

	
	DM Payroll
	Oct - March 26
	4939
	£86.40
	

	
	C Goddard
	January
	
	£111.65
	

	
	HMRC
	January
	
	£24.60
	

	
	T Ball
	January
	
	£542.88
	

	
	S Haynes 
	
	
	 £           145.13 
	 £   65.71 

	
	
	
	 Total 
	 £       1,210.84 
	





APPENDIX 2
Bubbenhall Parish Council
At the Parish Council meeting held on 27th January 2026, the Parish Council approved a precept of £20,000.  This equates to an increase of £0.04 per year for a Band D property
Councillors worked hard to keep the precept as low as possible, and in real terms 
What is the Parish Council Precept?
The Parish Council Precept is the main income source for the Parish Council, included in your Council Tax bill. Each year, the Parish Council decides the amount needed for services, community facilities, and local projects, and submits it to Warwick District Council, which adds it to the Council Tax charges.
Currently there is no cap on the amount that Parish Councils can raise via their precept (Borough Councils and County Councils are capped).
Calculation of the Precept
The Parish Council methodically examines its budgetary needs for the forthcoming financial year, considering the following factors:
· Costs associated with the operation and upkeep of local services, such as the playing field and public spaces.
· Planned enhancements or new initiatives.
· Contingency funds allocated for unforeseen expenditures.
Upon finalising the total budget, this amount is then divided by the Council Tax Base.
What is the Council Tax Base? The Council Tax Base represents the number of taxable households in the Parish, adjusted for example:
· Discounts (e.g., single-person households)
· Exemptions (e.g., new empty homes, student accommodations etc)
· Differences in Council Tax banding
The result is a figure that represents the ‘effective number of properties’ in the Parish for tax purposes.  By dividing the total precept by the Council Tax Base, the Parish Council determines the amount each household will contribute.
Why is the Precept Important? The precept allows the Parish Council to:
· Provide services that address local needs.
· Finance enhancements in the community.
· Preserve and manage communal assets.
How Does It Affect Residents? The Parish Council Precept appears as part of the annual Council Tax bill for residents. The amount may vary slightly depending on the property's Council Tax band, and the contribution supports services and facilities for the local community.
If you have questions about the precept or how it is used, please email the clerk at clerk@bubbenhallparish.gov,uk 
	BUDGET
	2024-25
	2025-26 
	2026-27

	SALARIES - STAFF
	£8,000.00
	£8,000.00
	£8,250.00

	OPEN SPACES
	£6,000.00
	£7,000.00
	£7,300.00

	ADMINISTRATION 
	£2,750.00
	£2,162.00
	£4,050.00

	EQUIPMENT 
	£500.00
	£200.00
	£200.00

	LIGHTING/ELECTRIC
	£1,500.00
	£400.00
	£400.00

	PC GRANTS - 
	£750.00
	£1,000.00
	£1,000.00

	SECT. 137 PAYMENTS 
	£200.00
	£200.00
	£200.00

	Cosy Café
	£0.00
	£1,200.00
	£200.00

	Total Expenditure
	£19,700.00
	£20,162.00
	£21,600.00

	
	
	
	

	INCOME
	 
	 
	

	Precept
	£19,000.00
	£20,000.00
	£20,000.00

	Other income
	£50.00
	£50.00
	£50.00

	Total Income
	£19,050.00
	£20,050.00
	£20,050.00

	
	24/25
	25/26
	26/27

	Precept
	£19,000.00
	£20,000.00
	£20,000.00

	Tax Base
	£316.55
	£314.17
	£313.97

	Band D 
	£60.02
	£63.66
	£63.70

	Precept Increase
	£1,000.00
	
	

	Band D Inc
	£3.64
	Per annum
	Per annum



SIGNATURE……………………..

SIGNATURE……………………..
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