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Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of Bubbenhall 
Held on Tuesday 12th May 2026 at 7.00pm
Bubbenhall Village Hall
1. Apologies for absence. – 
District Cllr Redford– Accepted 
2. To approve the minutes/reports of Annual Parish meeting held on 13th May 2025. –
The Chair welcomed those present and explained that the Annual Parish Meeting is a meeting of local electors rather than a formal meeting of the Parish Council.
The minutes of the previous Annual Parish Meeting were not available for circulation prior to the meeting. Cllrs were asked to approve them on the basis that they were over a year old and contained no contentious matters.
Resolved - Previous APM minutes approved.
3. St Giles – our village church 
The Reverend Petrica Bistran provided an update on activities at St Giles Church.
· Reverend Bistran has now been in post for approximately 18 months. 
· The Church is seeking to become a more active community asset rather than being used primarily for weddings and funerals. 
· Regular Friday coffee mornings are now held during the summer months. 
· A programme of concerts, exhibitions and community events has been introduced. 
· Successful initiatives have included: 
· Concerts. 
· Coffee mornings. 
· Pet service. 
· Poppy display. 
· Community-focused events. 
The church wishes to be viewed as a community building available for everyone in the parish, not solely regular worshippers.
Residents discussed wider concerns regarding the future sustainability of rural churches and the importance of community use in helping preserve historic buildings.
4. Report from Chair of Parish Council 
The Chair reviewed the past year and summarised the work undertaken by the Parish Council.
Governance
· The Parish Council continues to be made up of local volunteers working on behalf of residents.
· Residents were encouraged to consider becoming parish councillors.
· The Chair thanked the Clerk for providing stability and support to the Council.
Flooding and Drainage Improvements
Pit Hill
The Chair reported that Warwickshire Highways had worked proactively to address water issues by diverting spring water into the village pond.
Spring Hill
Following lengthy investigations by Severn Trent and Warwickshire Highways, the water was initially thought to come from natural springs. Further investigation identified a leaking lead water pipe, which was replaced with plastic pipework. Surface water issues have since improved significantly.
Outcome - The Council recorded its appreciation to Warwickshire Highways and Severn Trent for their efforts.



Planning Matters
Three Horseshoes Public House
The Chair provided an update on the refused planning application relating to gazebos and a disabled access ramp.
· There was strong local support for the proposal.
· The Parish Council remained disappointed by the Planning Committee’s decision.
· Concerns were raised about the way public participation was handled during the committee meeting.
· The Chair continues to pursue discussions with Warwick District Council officers.
Coventry Airport / Gigafactory Development
Cllrs discussed the continuing proposals relating to Coventry Airport.
· Flying operations at the airport have now ceased.
· Planning approvals for gigafactory-related development have progressed.
· Parish councils, particularly Baginton, continue to raise concerns.
· Significant sums have been spent preparing plans, despite no battery manufacturer having been confirmed.
Discussion
· Coventry City Council’s political leadership has changed.
· Questions remain as to whether the gigafactory project will proceed.
· There is continuing concern about alternative future uses of the site if the battery factory proposal does not materialise.
Brethren Meeting Hall Proposal (Pit Hill)
An update was provided regarding revised proposals for the conversion of agricultural buildings into a meeting facility.
· The previous application was withdrawn in 2023.
· Revised plans reportedly reduce the size of the meeting hall.
· Parking provision would also be reduced.
· Two residential units would be retained.
Next steps
· The Parish Council will consider how best to facilitate a presentation to councillors.
· The Council will also consider how to support wider community engagement before any formal application is submitted.
South Warwickshire Local Plan (SWLP)
An update was provided on the emerging South Warwickshire Local Plan.
· Current indications suggest that no significant housing allocations are proposed around Bubbenhall.
· The focus appears to be on larger strategic settlements elsewhere.
· Smaller speculative development proposals could still come forward independently.
The Council will continue to monitor the Regulation 19 consultation process.
Open Spaces, Footpaths and Recreation
Play Area
The play area remains well used and generally in good condition.
The Council continues to review:
· future improvements;
· potential fencing options; and
· ongoing maintenance requirements.
Footpaths
The Council thanked Tony Cox for his continued work maintaining village footpaths. Work undertaken with local walking groups has also led to improvements to stiles and other footpath infrastructure.
Proposed River Bridge
Cllrs discussed proposals for a pedestrian bridge linking the village to the Gateway area.
· Estimated construction costs remain extremely high.
· Flood resilience requirements would add significantly to the cost.
· Construction access issues would affect neighbouring landowners.
· No further action was proposed at this stage.
Local Government Reorganisation
The Chair outlined Government proposals for local government reorganisation.
· Possible options include a single Warwickshire-wide unitary authority.
· An alternative option would be separate North and South Warwickshire unitary authorities.
Consultation and negotiations are ongoing, and any changes are unlikely to take effect before April 2028.
5. Village Green Update
Presented by Councillor Alastair Rourke.
General Maintenance
· Grass cutting standards remain high. 
· Habitat enhancements are being explored. 
Pond Improvements
· Friends of the Village Green group continues to support improvements. 
· Oxygenating plants and water lilies have been introduced. 
· Fish remain present and healthy. 
Village Green Volunteer Day
· Community pond maintenance day was well attended and regarded as a success. 
Drinking Water Fountain
· Work continues with Warwick District Council regarding formal approval for the spring water supply. 
· Temporary repairs have been implemented. 
· A long-term valve replacement solution has been identified. 
Thanks
· Special thanks were expressed to local volunteers supporting the Village Green project.
Tree Planting
The Council reported successful applications for additional trees through the Woodland Trust.
Plans
· Replacement trees to be planted in several locations. 
· Brownies and Guides have expressed interest in assisting with tree and wildflower planting projects. 
6. Report by Village Hall Committee 
Cllr Haynes reported for Village Hall Committee 
The report highlighted that Bubbenhall Village Hall continues to be a thriving and well-managed community facility, remaining financially stable and operationally successful throughout the past year. Volunteer committee members were thanked for their significant contribution in managing bookings, maintenance, events and compliance matters. 
Hall usage remains strong, with regular bookings from a variety of groups, organisations and private hirers, demonstrating its ongoing importance as a valued community venue. 
Several successful community events were held during the year, including the Cosy Café, village breakfasts and the Pensioners' Christmas Dinner. These events were well attended and continue to play an important role in bringing residents together and strengthening community spirit. 
Financially, the Village Hall remains in a healthy position, with income from bookings and events supporting ongoing running costs. Essential maintenance has also been undertaken to ensure the building remains safe, functional and fit for purpose for future generations. 
Overall, the report concluded that Bubbenhall Village Hall remains a cornerstone of village life, providing an important venue for activities, events and community engagement, whilst continuing to be supported by volunteers and residents alike. 
7. Finance Update
Presented by the Clerk.
Financial Performance
· Budget set: £21,057. 
· Underspend achieved: approximately £1,726. 
Main Reasons
· Reduced electricity costs. 
· Effective budget management. 
Reserves
The underspend will be transferred into earmarked reserves, including future Christmas lighting provision.
Banking
· Transfer from Lloyds Bank to Unity Trust Bank has been successfully completed. 
· Future plans include placing reserves into interest-bearing accounts. 
8. Parish matters raised by electors.
None
Meeting Closed – 7:50
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