[image: ]BUBBENHALL PARISH COUNCIL
59, Meadow Road, Wolston, CV8 3HL
Tel: 07957589626
Email: clerk@ bubbenhallparish.gov.uk

[bookmark: _Hlk215762379][bookmark: _Hlk215762200][bookmark: _Hlk201074165]Minutes of the annual parish council meeting of Bubbenhall Parish Council
Held on 12 May 2026 at 7.30pm at Bubbenhall Village Hall
[bookmark: _Hlk152670453]Cllrs present: Cllr Roberts, Cllr Baker, Cllr Cooper Cllr Haynes, Cllr Shattock, Cllr Nwachukwu and Cllr Rourke.
In attendance: County Cllr Ben Edwards, District Cllr Payne and Tracie Ball, Clerk and 6 members of the public. 
The Chairman opened the meeting at 8.00pm, welcoming all those present
1. Election of Chair 2026-27 
Proposal: To appoint Cllr Roberts as the new Chair of Bubbenhall Parish Council 
Proposed: Cllr Shattock, Seconded: Cllr Cooper, Unanimous Resolved
2. To receive the Chair’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office
Cllr Roberts signed the Declaration of acceptance of office as Chair which was witnessed by the Clerk.
3. Election of Vice-Chair 2026-27
Proposal: To appoint Cllr Rourke as the new Vice Chair of Bubbenhall Parish Council 
Proposed: Cllr Baker, Seconded: Cllr Nwachukwu, Unanimous Resolved
4. To receive the Vice Chair’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office
Cllr Rourke signed the Declaration of acceptance of office as Vice Chair which was witnessed by the Clerk.
5. Re-adoption of Standing Orders and Financial Regulations to be subject to review by August 2026
Standing Orders and Financial Regulations need annual review. Clerk confirmed they remain aligned with current NALC guidance.
Conclusion: Readoption agreed, subject to review by August.
Actions: Clerk to circulate/review policies and regulations over coming weeks/months.
6. Confirmation of Working Groups and membership
Existing working groups were reviewed and largely continued.
Conclusion: Memberships confirmed, including finance, planning, open spaces/playground, village green, HR, quarry/landfill liaison, emergency, highways/footpaths, Cozy Café, publicity/communications, Gateway, Country Park and police liaison
Actions: Clerk to circulate the updated list of working groups and representatives.
7. Confirmation of Representation on outside bodies
As per agreed schedule
8. Apologies: to receive apologies and approve reasons for absence.
District Cllr Redford– Accepted
9. Declarations of interest
9.1 To declare any personal interests or prejudicial interests in items on the Agenda and their nature. – 
none
9.2 To receive, consider and approve any requests for dispensation relating to Agenda items. – 
none
10. [bookmark: _Hlk100521233]Minutes of previous meeting: 7th April 2026 – 
RESOLVED: that the minutes of the previous meeting held on 7th April 2026 - having been read and circulated be signed as a correct record. Proposed Cllr Robert Second Cllr Cooper 6 for 1 abstention
11. Information items: to consider and discuss items for information and comment if appropriate:
11.1 County Councillor report
County activity was quiet due to elections. New highways contract signed; councillors were encouraged to report potholes, damaged signs and highway issues early in the financial year. Coventry Airport/gigafactory fire safety was discussed in detail. Fire service has advised that any battery factory would require extensive fire detection, suppression, containment and access systems. HGV movements linked to SEGRO/DHL remain a concern.
Conclusion: Fire safety concerns partly reassured, though wider planning concerns remain. HGV evidence should continue to be collected.
Actions: Residents/councillors to send photos or footage of inappropriate HGV movements, especially identifiable DHL lorries.
11.2 District Councillor report
Significant discussion on Coventry Airport, the gigafactory permission, Green Belt implications, traffic impacts, Silver Eagle Way, and the weight given to parish council comments. Councillors expressed frustration that parish council objections/comments are often not discussed at planning committee. Conclusion: Existing outline permission is for a gigafactory, not general development. If no gigafactory proceeds, future alternative development would require further planning consideration.
Actions: Continue monitoring airport/gigafactory applications and traffic impacts.


11.3 Local Government Reorganisation in Warwickshire update
No Update
12. Progress reports/information from working groups and committees, items of update for Parish Council – to consider/decide urgent matters relating to each as required. Defer any non-urgent discussion to June 2026 meeting.
12.1 Emergency, and village defibrillators
The defibrillators had not been used recently. Regular checks and maintenance continue. It was noted that replacement batteries and pads will be required as needed to ensure the units remain operational
12.2 Warm Spaces – Cosy Café update
Cozy Café finished at the end of April. It was reported as highly successful, with over 800 attendances across six months and an average of 35 per session, at around £1.15 per head.
Conclusion: Strong community benefit recognised.
Actions: Finance arrangements for expenses to be improved.
12.3 Village Hall report
Councillors encouraged to attend the Village Hall AGM
12.4 Field and play area. 
Bench repair materials have been purchased and a volunteer identified. Mole activity is under control. Swing replacement parts and accessible swing straps are needed. Late-night use has reduced since the gate-locking rota began, though some drug-related litter/paraphernalia remains a concern.
Actions:
· Councillor Baker to confirm/order swing part and accessible swing straps. 
· Police/PCSO to be informed about drug litter during ward walk. 
· Notice to be issued inviting residents to raise issues ahead of ward walk.
12.5 Village Green.
Water testing indicates the fountain water is within safe drinking parameters, but concerns remain about contamination from use, signage, tap design and maintenance. Annual testing and maintenance arrangements need confirming. A replacement valve is required from Spain, but payment/import details are proving difficult. Further work needed before accepting residual risk and public messaging. – 
Actions:
· Clerk to check insurance position. 
· Confirm maintenance agreement with BA Hull/Dan Collins. 
· Clerk to ask other clerks about fountain contamination/signage solutions. 
· Councillor Rourke/Clerk to resolve purchase of Spanish valve. 
· Consider brass plaque/signage wording.
12.6 Highways and footpaths
New stiles installed with Kenilworth Walkers; photos/story to be circulated. Village sign has been knocked over. A 30-mph sign on Pit Hill is obscured by vegetation.
Actions:
· Clerk/County Councillor to report damaged village sign and obscured speed sign. 
· Councillor Cooper may speak to landowner about trimming hedge. 
· Footpath item/photos to be shared for publicity/newsletter.
12.7 Publicity & Communications.
New website is live. Old website may now be taken down, but email/MailerLite arrangements need resolving. MailerLite GDPR compliance was queried. Website hosting costs may be reducible, but email continuity must be protected.
12.8 Gateway Liaison
No Update
12.9 Country Park Liaison.
No Update
12.10 Landfill/Quarry Liaison
See Appendix 1
13. To discuss the impact of the ongoing energy crisis on the parish and agree on support actions for residents, and to review available resources and determine how the Council can best assist those struggling with rising energy costs
Cllr Haynes - Fuel shortage risk assessment has been drafted.
Conclusion: Risk assessment useful and should be formally considered.
Actions: Add fuel shortage risk assessment/business continuity planning to next agenda for endorsement.
14. Planning applications and other statutory and non-statutory consultations:
Defer any non-urgent discussion to June 2026 meeting.
14.1 Update on SWLP – 19th 20th May



14.2 Update on NDP -
The existing Neighbourhood Development Plan was discussed. Current NDP is still referenced in planning reports. A review may be needed once the SWLP position is clearer. Whether to work jointly with Baginton again would be a major decision.
Conclusion: NDP review should be discussed at a future meeting.
14.3 To receive information on planning applications and decide any actions as appropriate
14.3.1 . W/26/0473/TCA St Giles Church, Church Road, Bubbenhall, 1 x Cypress tree remove 
Parish Council agreed to make no comment. Actions: Clerk to submit “no comment”.
15. Finance
15.1 To approve accounts for payment.
RESOLVED: Payment schedule confirmed Proposed Cllr Roberts Second Cllr Baker unanimous
15.2 To confirm payment of Clerk's and Councillors Expenses 
RESOLVED: Payment schedule confirmed Proposed Cllr Roberts Second Cllr Cllr Nwachukwu unanimous
15.3 To note payments received.
Balance from Lloyds Bank and precept received in to Unity Bank
15.4 Finance update for approval, to include bank reconciliation.
Approved
15.5 Consider the issue of procurement cards for officers and councillors – 
Councillor expenses, especially Cozy Café costs, are sometimes being personally funded for significant periods. A Unity procurement card was proposed, initially for Councillor Haynes, with controls and receipts required.
RESOLVED: Trial procurement card approved for Councillor Haynes, with monthly limit £300.  Payment schedule confirmed Proposed Cllr Baker Second Cllr Roberts unanimous
Actions: Clerk to arrange procurement card and update Financial Regulations 
16. Matters relating to the parish from Councillors and Clerk – to consider/decide matters relating to each as required. 
16.1 Any other matter arising.
A resident suggested recognising the Bubbenhall Domesday Book reference with a plaque or display.
17. Future Agenda Items – Councillors are asked to use this opportunity to raise items for future agendas. Councillors are respectfully reminded that this is not an opportunity for debate or decision-making.
NDP
18. Parish Council Communications (information for sharing) - To receive suggestions for items for the Village website, Parish Council Facebook Page, and Bubbenhall E-news.
Foot path 
July newsletter – provide copy of minutes from Annual Parish meeting
19. Date of Next Meetings – To confirm Tuesday 16th June 2026 for the next regular meeting of the Parish Council at the Village Hall at 7:30pm.
If an interim meeting is required, an agenda will be sent to Councillors and be put on the website and in the Parish noticeboard three clear days before the meeting is held.
20. [bookmark: _Hlk176440053]Confidential matters: to consider the exclusion of the public and press in the public interest for discussions and decisions in relation to either Personnel matters or Legal matters. 
Exclusion of Press and Public
In accordance with Paragraph 1 (2) of The Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the Parish Council is invited to Resolve that the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following agenda items owing to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted and the public interest would not be served in disclosing that information.  
None
Meeting closed 21:19
142. Upcoming meetings
	Date
	Meeting
	Time
	Location
	Comments

	16/05/26
	Bubbenhall Parish Council 
	7.30 pm
	Bubbenhall Village Hall
	

	18/05/26
	Police village walk about
	2.00 pm
	
	

	22 June 26
	WRE Police and Parish Liaison 
	7.00 pm
	Leek Wootton Police HQ
	

	June 26
	SEGRO Liaison
	4.15 pm 
	Management Suite
	

	May 26
	WDC: IZone, Gigafactory etc
	3.00 pm
	Virtual
	Teams

	June 26
	NoKSoC
	4.00 pm
	Virtual
	Teams

	07/09/26
	Quarry Liaison 
	
	
	




APPENDIX 1
Notes on quarry and landfill liaison meeting 
13th April 2026
Present
Darren Griffiths			Smiths Concrete, General Manager
Simon O’Connor			FCC Environmental
Kingsley Molyneux			Smiths Site Manager, sent apologies
Jim Roberts			Bubbenhall Parish Council
Win Nwachukwu			Bubbenhall Parish Council
The Quarry
Environmental Authority was not represented at the meeting but have been making regular visits without recording any problems.
In the reclamation area at the top of the Glebe Farm track, the seeding and hedging work is completed.
There is a very large pond area in front of the site buildings, which is naturally tending to become a nature area. The current planning permission says it should be filled, but Darren is proposing to Heidelberg management to leave it as a nature reserve, which will then need revised planning permission.  The land is all owned by FCC Environmental, so they will also need to agree before it reverts to them.  Filling the area would need about 40,000 cubic metres of fill material and take about a year to do.
 With all the site material now extracted, the concrete plant may be gone by the end of this year, while the wash plant and other equipment will be transferred to other sites in the country. 
Wolston quarry is expected to close in the middle of next year, and Bubbenhall will close as a quarry some time after that, leaving it only as the FCC landfill site.
Landfill Operations
The site remains busy with another 80,000 tons of waste deposited since our last meeting. 
There have been three inspections by the Environmental Authority without any problems being recorded.
In response to the recent complaints about litter reaching Bubbenhall Wood and its footpaths, Simon explained that the high winds had broken the litter fencing. This has now been very securely rebuilt and litter pickers are now out daily recovering the material which had been blown out.
Win mentioned a pond which has developed at the edge of the wood, but Simon commented that this happens every winter and that it dries out in the summer so he is not concerned by it.  
The raised landfill area is almost at maximum height now and filling is moving to another cell. Capping of the raised area is a continuing task, and this stops rainwater penetrating the fill. Gas capture pipework is progressively installed.
Any leachate from the landfill is taken to Severn Trent’s treatment works at Minworth, near Birmingham.
Next meeting  
The next meeting is scheduled for Monday 7th of September 2026


	Cash movements from 1/4/2 to 7/5/26
	
	
	
	APPENDIX 2



	

	Lloyds 
	
	
	
	
	

	Transaction Date
	Transaction Description
	
	Debit Amount
	Credit Amount
	Balance

	26/01/2026
	Opening Balance 
	
	
	
	£39,462.57

	
	final charges
	
	£4.25
	
	£39,458.32

	27/04/2026
	closing balance tansferred
	£39,458.32
	
	£0.00

	
	
	
	£39,458.32
	£0.00
	

	Balance as at 
	27/04/2026
	0.00
	
	difference
	£0.00

	Unity
	
	
	
	
	

	Transaction Date
	Transaction Description
	
	Debit Amount
	Credit Amount
	Balance

	01/04/2026
	Opening Balance
	
	
	
	£6,309.10

	02/04/2026
	B/P to: HMRC
	120/JE57348 M12
	£25.00
	
	£6,284.10

	02/04/2026
	B/P to: Tracie Ball
	MARCH SALARY
	£654.13
	
	£5,629.97

	02/04/2026
	B/P to: Chris Goddard
	MARCH SALARY
	£111.45
	
	£5,518.52

	07/04/2026
	TRACIE BALL
	Tracie Ball repay
	
	£111.45
	£5,629.97

	27/04/2026
	 Bubbenhall Parish Council
	
	£39,458.32
	£45,088.29

	28/04/2026
	B/P to: James Brooks
	MARCH
	£160.00
	
	£44,928.29

	28/04/2026
	B/P to: Heritage Contract
	HARROW & ROLL
	£528.00
	
	£44,400.29

	28/04/2026
	B/P to: WALC
	1889
	£288.00
	
	£44,112.29

	28/04/2026
	B/P to: S Haynes
	COSY café
	£146.46
	
	£43,965.83

	28/04/2026
	B/P to: HMRC
	120/JE57348 M1
	£24.60
	
	£43,941.23

	28/04/2026
	B/P to: Warwick District C
	0083325312
	£146.45
	
	£43,794.78

	28/04/2026
	B/P to: NS Booth
	16181
	£360.00
	
	£43,434.78

	29/04/2026
	WDC CREDITORS
	
	
	£10,000.00
	£53,434.78

	30/04/2026
	Service Charge
	
	£7.00
	
	£53,427.78

	30/04/2026
	B/P to: Tracie Ball
	APRIL SALARY
	£516.88
	
	£52,910.90

	30/04/2026
	B/P to: Chris Goddard
	APRIL SALARY
	£111.65
	
	£52,799.25

	
	
	
	£3,079.62
	£49,569.77
	

	Balance as at 
	07/05/2026
	£52,799.25
	
	difference
	£0.00

	Authorised not yet paid
	
	
	
	

	2025-26
	B Powell 
	 Plantation stakes 
	up to 
	£200.00
	

	2025-26
	St Giles
	 Grant 
	
	£1,000.00
	

	Payments to be authorised
	
	
	
	

	
	Supplier
	Details
	inv no
	Amount
	Paid

	
	Clear insurance
	01/06/2026
	
	£714.55
	

	
	Heritage
	9/4 & 30/4
	
	£408.00
	

	
	BVH
	cosy café
	
	£328.00
	

	
	Parish on-line
	website and email
	
	£378.00
	

	
	 James Brooks
	April
	
	£160.00
	

	
	Cllr Rourke
	
	
	£40.00
	

	
	Cllr Baker
	Benches
	
	£82.73
	

	
	Clr Haynes
	COSY café
	
	£115.52
	

	
	
	
	Total
	£2,226.80
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